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Edited by Keith Dixon and Michael Gaffikin

Introduction

Organisatians aras increasingly recognising ther sooal resporsbility and the impartanca of suskainzhla
development. To heghlight respongible behaviowr, frms may publidy dedloze emarenmental information through
corparate annual reports, websites and stand-alone reperts ([10] Damall & al, , 200%; [23] Parker, 2003; [3]
Bae[1] and Seal, 2005]. &n increasing number of stand-alone reports are naw audbad ([27] Simnstt e 2.
20057,

Pravious shudies on amvironmental auditing hava foousad an companias [[27] Smnett e al. | 2000; [10] Bamal
et al. , 200%; [5] Bae and Seal, 20046] or the accounting profession [[2] Chiang and Lightbody, 2004), Results
indicate that companies canduct enviranmental awdits to; identify problams; improve compliance; train and
aducate employses; and improwe corporate mage. However, € ig undsar whether the same facttors motivate
anyironmenta auditing n the public sector. The present study addresses this gap by posifioning the state n 2
global contest and examining the adaption of envirommental auditing within the Fip Office of the Auditor-
General (0AG]. Severa prewous studies are basaed on frms voluntanly obtaining external enwironmental audits.
Howayer, the present study addresses the situabon where gowernment mposes audiks on certain
departrnents and examines haw audk topics are seledhad in this cantext. Tn addition, it considers how O8G
daetermines the standards and procedures emploved in ervironmentsl audics, This is particularky relevant geen
the absence= af generally acce=pted standards for envirormental suditing.
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